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V e nl  a 
(Tammi May 2015, 300 pp.)

T h e  l o n g - bu  r i e d  case of Venla, Miia and Nikke Pohjavirta’s 
sister, finally comes to light in the conclusion to the series. Ven-
la’s disappearance in the 1980s left a tragic mark on the whole 
family – particularly their father, who seemed strangely guilt-
ridden until his sudden death, and their mother, who to this 
day refuses to discuss Venla. As Miia finds herself being pulled 
back into Venla’s case, she begins to see disturbing connections 
between the stories of Laura, Noora and Venla. 

n e w !

“  Even after the last page, my thoughts kept wandering back to this intriguing story…Laura is like a big surprise packed in a 
gift box. As each layer of paper and packaging is peeled off, one discovers new clues and events that result in sudden turns.
–  Pat i o p e a  l i t e r at u r e  b l o g ,  P o l a n d

l a u r a 
(Tammi 2013, 221 pp.)

M iia    P o h javi    r ta  ,  a former internet cop, begins 
a new career as a special needs teacher at her former 
high school. Right before the start of the school year, 
student Laura Anderson, a troubled young woman 
and the client of Miia’s brother, school psychologist 
Nikke, goes missing. 

noo   r a 
(Tammi 2014, 270 pp.)

W h e n  L au  r a’ s  b o d y  is found near the Palokaski 
beach, her former classmate Noora cannot help but 
feel annoyed about the fact that even in death Laura 
is getting so much attention. When Noora sets up a 
false identity online, both Miia and Noora find out 
that the evil Laura encountered is closer than they 
could ever have imagined.

J .  K .  J O HA  N SS  O N
J. K. Johansson is the pen name of a group of professional storytellers whose identity has been carefully kept secret. 
Johansson loves Nordic crime novels, HBO series, well-written sex scenes, and reading the book before seeing the 
movie. Set in an ordinary suburb in southern Finland, the Palokaski Trilogy is a tense psychological thriller wrapped 
up in youth culture, and a tangled relationship and family drama in an internet-dominated society. RIGHTS       S O L D
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R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English sample of LAURA

English synopses of LAURA, 

NOORA, VEnlA

Polish edition of LAURA

Dutch edition of LAURA

Finnish editions of LAURA 

AnD NOORA

THE  PALOKASKI  TR ILOGY 

Original publisher:  
FINLAND, Tammi
BELGIUM, The House of Books
CZECH REPUBLIC, Albatros Media/XYZ
ESTONIA, Pegasus
GERMANY, Suhrkamp
GREECE, Kedros
NETHERLANDS, The House of Books
POLAND, Literackie

Film & TV Rights
Eyeworks/Warner Bros.
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pa l o -
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t r i l o g y
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pa l o -
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t r i l o g y

A  t h o r o u g h ly  a d d i c t i v e  m y s t e r y  a bo  u t  conc    e a l e d 
a n d  i n v e n t e d  i d e n t i t i e s

“ Don’t expect an old-school detective story. [The protagonist], Miia, 
has to gradually, and often unsuccessfully, get to the truth…Laura brings 
the reader into a world in which nothing is as it seems.
–  N o i r  C a f é  c u lt u r e  b l o g ,  P o l a n d

“  The authors introduce a range of potential suspects, and a reader is likely to be wrong about who the culprit might be.
–  B a n g e r  S i s t e r s  l i t e r at u r e  b l o g ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s

J .  K .  J O H A N S S O N

PROKLETÍ M �� STE�ÿKA PALOKASKI

LAURA
N A P Í N A V Ý  T H R I L L E R

“  Laura feels realistic and disturbingly rooted in everyday life…it is an allegory for the ambiguity and deception present in 
our virtual lives in the 21st century. –  K ry t yc z n y m  o k i e m   ( “A  C r i t i c a l  E y e “ )  c u lt u r e  b l o g ,  P o l a n d

“  Noora is a book in which almost 
every character has a secret; this amps 
up the tension in the story. The crimes 
and murders simply provide an extra 
garnish to the narrative.
–  Ru u m i i n  k u lt t u u r i ,  T h e 
F i n n i s h  W h o d u n n i t  S o c i e t y ’ s 
q ua r t e r ly  m a g a z i n e

“  Noora is constructed from the 
building blocks of guaranteed literary 
entertainment. A slick plot has been 
packed full with surprises and a sense 
of danger and dread. 
–  Ko u vo l a n  s a n o m at 
n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d
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N o r d i c  c r i m e  m e e t s  T w i n  P e a k s !
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K AR  O  H Ä M Ä L Ä I N E N
Karo Hämäläinen’s (b. 1976) two passions are literature and the stock market, and he 
has a 15-year background as an economics reporter. He works as an author, journalist, 
literary critic and editor at Parnasso, Finland’s best-known literary publication. His 
first thriller, The Buyout (2011) was a critical darling, while Cruel is the Night (2013) is 
a literary thriller combining elements from classic whodunits, relationship dramas and 
dark comedies. booksbykaro.wordpress.com

C RIME     F I C TI  O N

C r u e l  i s  t h e 
N i g h t    
(Ilta on julma, WSOY 2013, 345 pp.)

Rut   h l e s s  j o u r n ali   s t  Mikko is on 
his way to London to visit his old friend 
Robert, who has become fabulously 
wealthy and married the gorgeous Elise. 
Unbeknownst to his wife Veera, Mikko 
is planning on murdering Robert. On 
the evening’s menu are bones to pick, 
hidden motives, skeletons in the closet, 
a champagne sword, a cyanide capsule, a 
pinch of poison and a loaf of bread that’s 
not for just anyone’s consumption. 

RIGHTS       S O L D
CRUEL  IS  THE  NIGHT 

Original publisher: 
Finland, WSOY
FRANCE, Actes Sud
ITALY, Newton Compton
WORLD ENGLISH, Soho Press

THE  BUYOUT

Original publisher: 
FINLAND, WSOY
SPAIN, Ediciones B.

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English sample
German sample
Russian sample
Finnish edition
Italian edition

pri   z es  
Tampere Literary Prize 2012 
(The Buyout)
Nominated for the Finlandia 
Junior Prize 2012 (Hooray 
for Helsinki!)
Nominated for the Savonia 
Prize 2011 (The Buyout)©
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A g at h a  C h r i s t i e  m e e t s  Q u e n t i n  Ta r a n t i no  !

RIGHTS       S O L D
GRANNY HATCHET

Original publisher: 
FINLAND, Tammi
GERMANY, DTV
WORLD ENGLISH, AmazonCrossing

WORMS
Original publisher: 
FINLAND, Tammi
GERMANY, DTV

SHROUDS
Original publisher: 
FINLAND, Tammi
GERMANY, DTV
ITALY, Newton Compton

SHORT STORY
U.S, Cheeky Frawg
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R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 

G R A N N Y  H A T C H E T
English edition | English synopsis
Finnish edition

WO  R M S
Finnish edition | German edition
English sample

S H R OU  D S
Finnish edition | Italian edition
German edition | English sample

pri   z es  
Kalevi Jäntti Prize 2010
Tiiliskivi Prize 2008
Nominated for the Young Aleksis 
Kivi Prize 2013 (Seeing Eyes)

G r a nn  y  H at c h e t  
(Kuokkamummo, Tammi September 2014, 280 pp.)

Subu    r ba  n  t e e n ag  e r s  gather in a local 
bomb shelter to scare each other with tales of 
the Granny Hatchet. Is this merely a game, 
or based on something real? Maisa is working 
on a dissertation on urban folklore, focusing 
on her home town in which a cruel tradition 
prevails among local kids. Hazy memories of 
childhood and young love are also haunting 
Samuel, who returns home in order to make 
sense of them. If the Granny Hatchet is pure 
urban legend, why are people vanishing, 
never to be seen again? And what exactly 
is happening in an abandoned estate on the 

F I C TI  O N

m a r ko   h a u t a l a
Marko Hautala’s (b. 1973) signature blend of psychological thriller and realism has 
earned him a reputation as the Finnish Stephen King. Beyond his skill of generating 
spine-tingling fear in his readers, he is also known for his literary prowess and intelligence 
as a storyteller: Hautala has been awarded the Tiiliskivi Prize in 2008 and the coveted 
Kalevi Jäntti Literary Prize for Young Authors for Shrouds (Tammi 2009) in 2010. 
markohautala.fi

B a s e d  on   a  r e a l - l i f e  F i nn  i s h 
u r b a n  l e g e n d

“ Granny Hatchet is a tour de force...the book startles, terrifies and makes the reader 
laugh. By far Hautala’s best novel. –  I l kk  a  n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d
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t h e  m a s t e r  of   F i nn  i s h  h o r r o r

beach? This legend has the power to scare people into silence and make those 
who dare to speak disappear.
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“ The character of Granny Hatchet carries such a chill that the temperature in the pit of a 
reader’s stomach seems to go down a few degrees.
–  H e l s i n g i n  S a n o m at  n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d

P u bl  i s h e d  a s  THE    B L A C K  T O N GUE   
i n  t h e  U . S .  i n  2 0 1 5 !

als   o  b y  mark    o  h a u tala  

Worms (Torajyvät, Tammi 2011, 260 pp.)
Shrouds (Käärinliinat, Tammi 2009, 279 pp.)

A  p a r t y  of   fo  u r  ta k e s  a  d e a d ly  t u r n

“ A thrillingly suspenseful novel that plunges the reader into a huis 
clos of almost bursting tension. Evil intentions lure behind the seemingly 
relaxed atmosphere and upper-class smiles. Smart, elegant and 
delightfully Hitchcockian.
–  H e g e  R o e l  R o u ss  o n ,  C o n s u lt i n g  E d i t o r ,  Ac  t e s  S u d,  F r a n c e

“ A literary homage to the locked-room mystery, Cruel Is the Night is exactly the blend 
of genre class and literary elegance we look for at Soho Crime.
–  J u l i e t  G r a m e s ,  Ass   o c iat e  P u b l i s h e r ,  S o h o  P r e ss
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RIGHTS       S O L D
Original publisher: 
Finland, Tammi

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English synopses of books 1-3
Finnish text of book 1
English sample

“ Addictive....[White 

Shadow] combines three 
popular commercial 
genres: thriller, chick lit 
and fantasy.

THE 

b l ac k
manda l a

t r i l o g y
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RIGHTS       S O L D

R I G H T S  E N Q U I R I E S :  E L I N A  A H L B A C K  L I T E R A R Y  A G E N C Y  –  i n f o @ a h l b a c k a g e n c y. c o m2 0

C RIME     F I C TI  O N

K ATARII      N A  S O URI 
Katariina Souri (b. 1968) is an author, columnist and writer for film and television. 
Her debut novel, Me and Morrison (Minä ja Morrison, Tammi 1999) was adapted into a hit 
2001 film. She is known for her fearless and entertaining writing style that combines 
realism, fairy tale and psychological thriller. After Scarab (Pillerinpyörittäjä, Tammi 2010) 
and Path (Polku, Tammi 2012), she has now created the Black Mandala thriller trilogy.

An addictive MIX OF THRILLER & WOMEN’S FICTION

W h i t e  S h a d o w  (Valkoinen varjo, Tammi 2015)

M o s aic    a r ti  s t  Mona Malin has a strange gift: she experiences intense and 
uncontrollable visions and sensations about people, even strangers. When a 
carpenter she knows is found dead, Mona begins to suspect that she may have 
killed him without her knowledge. 

S i l e n t  h e a r t  (Sammunut sydän, Tammi 2015)

A  w o ma  n  n am  e d  Vera commissions Mona to create a mosaic for Vera’s 
mother Ada, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. As the work progresses, 
dark family secrets begin to give way to horrific events.

S h at t e r e d  fa c e  (Kadonneet kasvot, Tammi 2016)

W h il  e  att   e n di  n g  a mosaic course in Italy, Mona begins to have terrifying 
visions of a headless empress, Theodora, whose face Mona has been attempting 
to depict in her work. As Mona realizes that someone is pursuing her, Roni is 
trying his best to get his sentence repealed and come to Italy to help her. 
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A  g r i p p i n g,  t e r r i f y i n g  a n d  s e n s u a l 
t r i lo  g y  f r o m  a  bol   d  s t o r y t e ll  e r

The Black Mandala Trilogy
#1

#2

#3

#2#1 #3

–  H e l s i n g i n  S a n o m at 
n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d 

R I G H T S  E N Q U I R I E S :  E L I N A  A H L B A C K  L I T E R A R Y  A G E N C Y  –  i n f o @ a h l b a c k a g e n c y. c o m 2 1

r i i n a  k a t a j a v u o r i
Riina Katajavuori (b.1968) is known for both her poetry and her prose, which includes 
works for both adults and children; her poetry has been translated into more than 20 
languages.  She is also a frequent columnist for several Finnish magazines. Among 
her best-known projects is the Pentti picture book series created in collaboration 
with illustrator Salla Savolainen. Katajavuori’s novel Gifts (Lahjat, Tammi 2004) was 
nominated for the prestigious Runeberg prize. The The Ladies of Seven Brothers (Tammi 
2014) became an instant classic upon its fall 2014 publication.

F I C TI  O N

RIGHTS       S O L D

A  f e m a l e - d r i v e n  d e con   s t r u c t i on   of   a 
f i nn  i s h  cl  a s s i c,  S e v e n  B r o t h e r s

“ A delicious update on a classic and a delightful vision of our 
time…This is a landmark event in Katajavuori’s career, and a major 
breakthrough; she can now be counted among our nation’s great 
authors. –  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d 

T h e  L a d i e s  of   S e v e n 
B r o t h e r s
(Wenla Männistö, Tammi 2014)

S e v e n  B r o t h e r s ,  authored by Fin-
land’s national author Aleksis Kivi in 
1870, is widely considered to be the 
most important novel in Finnish history. 
In this critically applauded work, Riina 
Katajavuori gives the story a modern – 
and distinctively feminine – spin that, 
in spite of its clever allusions, doesn’t re-
quire knowledge of Kivi’s original work. 
She throws a classic into a blender.

A ll   t h e  gu  y s  are crazy about 17-year-
old Wenla Männistö, who is whole-
heartedly enjoying her youth. Her 
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mother is the practical but enigmatic midwife Marja Männistö. Alli Jukola, the 
mother of seven, contemplates the past while lounging on the edge of a cloud. 
We also hear from straight-talking washer Kajsa Rajamäki and Ansku Seunala, 
who believes in angels. All the while, the slacker brothers of Jukola trade bad 
jokes in front of the TV.

Original publisher: 
Finland, Tammi

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Finnish edition
English sample and synopsis
GERMAN SAMPLE

pri   z es  
Nominated for the 
Runeberg Prize 2004
Nominated for the Einari 
Vuorela Prize 2005

“ An equally wild and 
wise version of Aleksis 
Kivi’s Seven Brothers.
–  I l kk  a  n e w s pa p e r , 
F i n l a n d

“ Hilariously full of 
life while crystallizing 
something essential 
about womanhood and 
motherhood.
–  R a kk  au d e s ta  k i r j o i h i n 
( “ F o r  t h e  L o v e  o f 
B o o ks  ” )  l i t e r at u r e  b l o g , 
F i n l a n d 



AGAI    N ST   A L L  O DDS   : 
MY   EM  O TI  O N A L 
J O UR  N EY  
WITH     N OK IA   
(Mahdoton menestys, Otava 2013, 480 pp.)

J o r ma   Ollila       wa s  p la  n n i n g  on becom-
ing a physicist or economist, but instead joined a 
troubled technology company, Nokia, and turned 
it into the world’s leading mobile phone manufac-
turer. The book narrates Ollila’s personal journey 
starting from his childhood and through his years 
of leading Nokia. He also offers an insider’s look 
into the company’s recent difficulties.

Ollila     ’ s  b o o k  e x p l o r e s  the political and eco-
nomic background of the rise of Nokia; the nature 
of leadership; the importance of effective commu-
nication and the role of the media; the fine line 
between stratospheric success and catastrophic fail-
ure; the connections between business and society 
at large; the rise of China; and the human element 
of business, including encounters with figures such 
as Bill Gates and Steve Jobs.  

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Full English text
Finnish edition
English synopsis

jo  r m a  oll   i l a
Jorma Ollila became the pre-eminent European businessman of his generation during 
his time as CEO of Nokia Corporation from 1992 to 2006. Ollila currently works as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors at Royal Dutch Shell and at Outokumpu. He has 
master’s degrees in economics from the London School of Economics, in engineering 
from the Helsinki University of Technology and in political science from the 
University of Helsinki. Co-author Harri Saukkomaa is a well-known media expert, 
entrepreneur and author of several nonfiction books. 
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N O N F I C TI  O N

2 2 2 3

“ Ollila prepared his autobiography for ten years. Journalist 
Harri Saukkomaa has turned it into an entertaining story in the 
strongest possible bestseller style. This biography is a meticulously 
polished diamond.
–  C o lu m n i s t  U n t o  Hä m ä l ä i n e n ,  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e w s pa p e r , 
F i n l a n d

N O N F I C TI  O N

F i nl  a n d ’ s  b e s t s e ll  i n g  n a r r at i v e  nonf    i c t i on   book    !

“ Clearly and flowingly written, [Against All Odds] is a story 
of how Jorma Ollila views Nokia….An overarching theme is his 
appreciation for hard work and learning, which he learned from 
home. He approaches knowledge and science with great humility.
–  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d 

RIGHTS       S O L D
Original publisher: 
FINLAND, Otava
ESTONIA, Äripäev (Bonnier)
TAIWAN

T h e  co  m p a n y  t h at  c r e at e d 
a  g lob   a l  m ob  i l e  r e v ol  u t i on

“ Ollila has a lot to say about leadership theories, personnel management, 
organizational structures and other things that had to do with developing Nokia into the 
kind of company it was in its heyday – known for its devoted employees and innovative 
products. This eloquent and concise book can be recommended for anyone interested in 
business leaders and biographies in general – but also for those interested in these topics 
on a theoretical level.
–  K i r j a m i e l i  l i t e r at u r e  b l o g ,  F i n l a n d 

A first-person account of the rise and fall of Nokia

“ Ollila’s biography paints a 
portrait of a hardworking and 
forward-looking man.
–  S u o m e n  k u va l e h t i , 
F i n l a n d  ( “ B o o ks   o f  t h e 
Y e a r  2 0 1 3 ” )

S e l e c t e d  a s  on  e  of   2 0 1 3 ’ s 
m o s t  f a s c i n at i n g  book    s  b y 
S u o m e n  k u va l e h t i  m a g a z i n e !

“ A well-written book that 
reflects both the rapid ascent of 
success and the agony of
profit warnings...the book 
sparks conversation of Nokia’s 
rise and of its descent –
and like all good 
autobiographies, also of the 
personality of the author.
–  S avo n  S a n o m at 
n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d



con   t a c t  u s

w w w . a h lb  a ck  a g e nc  y. co  m

i nfo   @ a h lb  a ck a g e nc y. co  m


