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KA  T R I  L I P S ON
Katri Lipson (b. 1965) has a degree in medicine from Uppsala University in Sweden. 
She worked as a doctor in Africa in 1996, and since then has specialized in occupational 
medicine in Finland. As an author her sources of inspiration are the Russian masters 
as well as Kafka, Woolf, Mann and Duras. Lipson was one of 12 winners of the 
2013 European Union Prize for Literature that recognizes new or emerging authors 
throughout Europe.

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English edition
Czech edition
German sample
Finnish edition

p ri  z e s 
EU Prize for Literature 2013
Helsingin Sanomat 
Literature Prize 2008
Nominated for the 
Finlandia Prize 2008

T H E  I C E  C R E A M  M AN  
(Jäätelökauppias, Tammi 2012, 293 pp.)

T h e  d i r e c t o r  of a film entitled The 
Ice Cream Man refuses to give an actress a 
script – only detailed and domineering 
instructions on what he wants her to do 
next. Inside the film, a man and a woman 
pretending to be married hide out in the 
house of Mrs Nemcova in 1942. The 
narrative then jumps to Olomouc, where 
a woman is obsessively attending every 
screening of The Ice Cream Man, and later 
to the Prague dormitory of Jan, a student 
who receives a visit from his mother. Jan 
makes his way to Sweden and forms an 
uneasy relationship with a group of young 
women whose language or motives he 
barely understands. Twenty years later 

R ights     
s o l d  i n  7 
territ      o ries    !

“ The Ice Cream Man opened my mind to new possibilities in storytelling. The book is 

at once classic and groundbreaking.
–  G a b r i e l l a  Pa g e - F o r t,  A c q u i r i n g  E d i t o r ,  Am  a z o n C r o ss  i n g
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A  E ur  o p e a n  f a mi  ly  c hr  o n i c l e  th  a t 
e x p l o res    gui   lt,  ide   n tity     a n d  the   
l i n es   betwee      n  f a c t  a n d  f i c ti  o n

Jan’s daughter is travelling in Europe and becomes absorbed in a series of letters 
addressed to someone named Milena. 
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mii   n a  su  p i n e n
Miina Supinen (b. 1976) is a journalist, essayist and author. Her critically acclaimed 
novels and short stories have a dedicated fan following, and she is known as one of 
Finland’s funniest, most effervescent writers. Nominated for the Helsingin Sanomat 
Literature Prize, her novel Jelly Control (2007), is a cult classic, and the collection of 
short stories Land of the Apatosaurus was nominated for the 2010 Runeberg Prize. 
miinasupinen.wordpress.com
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R I G H T S  S OL  D
ray girl 
Original publisher: 
Finland, WSOY
DENMARK, Turbine
GERMANY, Suhrkamp

J elly  Control
Original publisher: 
FINLAND, WSOY
GERMANY, Suhrkamp

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Ray Girl
English sample
German edition
Finnish edition
Jelly Control
English sample
Finnish edition

R ay  G ir  l  
(Säde, WSOY, 2013, 328 pp.)

Y o u n g ,  d e si  r abl   e  and vivacious Finnish woman 
Säde (Ray) and cynical English playboy Vic are working 
on archaeological excavations led by the fiery Voula with 
a motley crew of disciples worshipping ancient gods. At 
home Säde has Antti, a game programmer, waiting for 
her. What will the excavations turn up? And what is Säde 
all about?

“ A gorgeous novel about a smart ‘ménage à trois’ in which 
love and sex, mystery and science collide head-on. Witty, wise – 
and very charming. The inimitable Miina Supinen has been the 
discovery of the year for me. –  S u s a n n e  G r e t t e r ,  S u h r k a m p,  G e r m a n y

A  mysti     c a l  l o v e  tri   a n g l e  a n d
c o medy     a b o ut   f a ith    a n d  s c ie  n c e

J e l ly  C o n tr  o l  
(Liha tottelee kuria, WSOY 2007, 335 pp.)
A  c o m e d y  ab  o u t  pl  e as  u r e ,  th  e  d a n g e r s  o f 

s e lf  - d e c e it ,  a  fatal      mistak      e  –  a n d  jam   . 

The Silola family, made up of a conductor father, interior 
designer mother and three children, is the picture of per-
fection – as long as nobody finds out about the vials and 
the hypodermic needles or the yacht with its steamed-up 
windows, shackles and whips. And let’s keep quiet about 
that fatal mistake on that holiday trip.

al  s o  b y  miina      s u p inen  
Land of the Apatosaurus 
(Apatosauruksen maa, WSOY 2010)
Violet Jawbone’s career guide 
(Orvokki Leukaluun urakirja, WSOY 
2013)

p ri  z e s 
Nominated for the 
Helsingin Sanomat Debut 
Book of the Year Award 2007
Nominated for the 
Runeberg Prize 2010
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W I NN  E R  OF   T H E  2 0 1 3  E U  P R I Z E  FO  R  L I T E R AT U R E

“ A reader’s paradise, full of thematic expansions...
–  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e ws  pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d

F I NLAN    D ’ S  F U NN  I E S T  A W A R D - W I NN  I N G  W R I T E R

United States
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Cosmonaut
(Kosmonautti, Tammi 2008)



R I G H T S  S OL  D
Original publisher: 
Finland, Tammi

R I G H T S  S OL  D
Original publisher: 
Finland, Tammi

P
ho

to
 ©

 P
er

tt
i N

is
on

en

R I G H T S  E N Q U I R I E S :  E L I N A  A H L B A C K  L I T E R A R Y  A G E N C Y  –  i n f o @ a h l b a c k a g e n c y. c o m2 2

R I I NA   KA  T A J AV  U O R I
Riina Katajavuori (b.1968) is known for both her poetry and her prose, which includes 
works for both adults and children; her poetry has been translated into more than 20 
languages.  She is also a frequent columnist for several Finnish magazines. Among 
her best-known projects is the Pentti picture book series created in collaboration 
with illustrator Salla Savolainen. Katajavuori’s novel Gifts (Lahjat, Tammi 2004) was 
nominated for the prestigious Runeberg prize. The The Ladies of Seven Brothers (Tammi 
2014) has been one of this autumn’s standout literary events.

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Finnish edition
English sample and synopsis
GERMAN SAMPLE

p ri  z e s 
Nominated for the 
Runeberg Prize 2004
Nominated for the Einari 
Vuorela Prize 2005

T he   L a dies     o f  S e v e n 
B r o thers   
(Wenla Männistö, Tammi 2014)

S e v e n  B r o th  e r s ,  authored by Fin-
land’s national author Aleksis Kivi in 
1870, is widely considered to be the most 
important novel in Finnish history. In this 
critically applauded work, Riina Kataja-
vuori gives the story a modern – and dis-
tinctively feminine – spin that, in spite of 
its clever allusions, doesn’t require knowl-
edge of Kivi’s original work. She throws a 
classic into a blender.

A ll   th  e  g u ys   are crazy about 17-year-
old Wenla Männistö, who is whole-heart-
edly enjoying her youth. Her mother is the 

“ A delicious update on a classic and a delightful vision of 
our time…This is a landmark event in Katajavuori’s career, 
and a major breakthrough; she can now be counted among our 
nation’s great authors.
–  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e ws  pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d 
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practical but enigmatic midwife Marja Männistö. Alli Jukola, the mother of seven, 
contemplates the past while lounging on the edge of a cloud. We also hear from 
straight-talking washer Kajsa Rajamäki and Ansku Seunala, who believes in angels. 
All the while, the slacker brothers of Jukola trade bad jokes in front of the TV.
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k a t a rii   n a  s o uri 
Katariina Souri (b. 1968) is an author, columnist and writer for film and television. 
Her debut novel, Me and Morrison (Minä ja Morrison, Tammi 1999) was adapted into a hit 
2001 film. She is known for her fearless and entertaining writing style that combines 
realism, fairy tale and psychological thriller. After Scarab (Pillerinpyörittäjä, Tammi 2010) 
and Path (Polku, Tammi 2012), she has now created the Black Mandala thriller trilogy.

C R I M E  F I C T I ON

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English synopses of books 1-3
Finnish text of book 1
English sample

W hite     S h a d o w  (Valkoinen varjo, Tammi 2015)

M o sai   c  a r tist     Mona Malin has a strange gift: she experiences intense and un-
controllable visions and sensations about people, even strangers. When a carpenter 
she knows is found dead, Mona begins to suspect that she may have killed him 
without her knowledge. 

S i l e n t  he  a rt   (Sammunut sydän, Tammi 2015)

A  w o ma  n  n am  e d  Vera commissions Mona to create a mosaic for Vera’s mother 
Ada, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. As the work progresses, dark family 
secrets begin to give way to horrific events.

S h attered       f a c e  (Kadonneet kasvot, Tammi 2016)

W hil   e  att   e n d i n g  a mosaic course in Italy, Mona begins to have terrifying 
visions of a headless empress, Theodora, whose face Mona has been attempting to 
depict in her work. As Mona realizes that someone is pursuing her, Roni is trying 
his best to get his sentence repealed and come to Italy to help her. 

“ [Path] is at once realistic 

and fairytale-like; it grabs the 

reader, sparks new thoughts 

and doesn’t easily let go. It’s 

a page-turner that one has to 

read in one sitting, hoping that 

it won’t end just yet.
–  I l k k a  n e ws  pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d
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A  gri   p p i n g ,  terri     f yi  n g  a n d  se  n su  a l 
tri   l o gy   f r o m  a  b o l d  st  o ryte    l l er

T he   B l a c k  M a n d a l a  T ri  l o gy
#1

#2

#3

#2#1 #3

THE 

b l a c k
m a n d a l a

t r i l o g y

A  f em  a l e - dri   v e n  de  c o n stru    c ti  o n  o f  a 
f i n n ish    c l a ssi   c ,  S e v e n  B r o thers   

“ Katajavuori’s 
dialogue-driven 
novel is an equally 
wild and wise version 
of Aleksis Kivi’s 
Seven Brothers.
–  I l k k a  n e ws  pa p e r , 
F i n l a n d

T H E  B LACK     M AN  D ALA    T R I LO  G Y



R I G H T S  S OL  D
Original publisher: 
Finland, CrimeTime, WSOY
WORLD ENGLISH, Bitter 
Lemon Press (Ariel)
CZECH REPUBLIC, Euromedia 
(Raid)
ESTONIA , Koolibri (Raid)
ISRAEL, Steimatsky (Ariel)
ITALY, Atmosphere di Libri 
(Ariel)
RUSSIA, Knizhniki (Ariel)
Harri Nykänen’s works have 
also been published in: German, 

Swedish, English (U.S)
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H A R R I  N Y KÄN   E N
Harri Nykänen (b. 1953) is a crime novelist whose knowledge of the underworld 
is based on 20 years of experience as a crime reporter at Helsingin Sanomat, Finland’s 
largest newspaper. He has authored 30 books that portray the rules and customs of the 
Helsinki criminal world. His accolades include a nomination for the Glass Key award 
for the Best Scandinavian Crime Novel in 2004. Raid, an assassin starring in ten of 
his books, has become iconic in Finland, and been adapted into a movie and TV series. 
Nykänen has also gained international attention for the Ariel Kafka series featuring a 
Helsinki-based Jewish policeman. In his latest stand-alone thriller Nykänen 
trades Helsinki for Lapland.  www.icecoldcrime.com 

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Full English synopsis
Finnish edition

p ri  z e s 
The Clue 1990
The Clue 2001
Nominated for the Glass 
Key Award in 2004

T o  E a rth    Ag  a i n   
(Mullasta maan, Crime Time 2014, 237 pp.)

J o o n as   S al  o  has generated quick 
wealth from a gaming company, and 
decides to move to an old estate in the 
sparsely populated Finnish Lapland in or-
der to determine how to spend his life and 
millions. The 100-year-old house has be-
longed to the area’s most powerful family, 
the Kojamos, and most recently it has been 
the home of the youngest Kojamo brother, 
Toivo Kojamo, who lived as a hermit.

J o o n as   b e g i n s  to hear stories of the 
estate’s strange past; in the 1970s Toivo 
Kojamo had constructed a fence around 
the house and kept guard dogs. For dec-
ades, locals have wondered what it was 

“ The crime fiction genre benefits from an author like Harri 
Nykänen, who has a sense of style and knows how to turn a nice 
phrase…the well fleshed-out characters keep the reader engaged.
–  K e s k i s u o m a l a i n e n  n e ws  pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d  (on Raid Runs with the Wolves)
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C R I M E  F I C T I ON

that Toivo was trying to protect. Digging further into the case with some tragic 
consequences, Joonas discovers that behind Toivo’s strange behaviour was a rash act 
of violence gone too far. The novel is based on a real-life case from the 1960s.
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KA  R O  H Ä M ÄLÄ   I N E N
Karo Hämäläinen’s (b. 1976) two passions are literature and the stock market, and he 
has a 15-year background as an economics reporter. His first thriller The Buyout (2011) 
was an immediate critical success. Cruel is the Night (2013) meanwhile, is a literary thriller 
combining elements from classic whodunits, relationship dramas and tragedies. In 
addition to his career as an author, Hämäläinen works as managing editor and producer 
of Parnasso, Finland’s best-known literary publication. booksbykaro.wordpress.com

C R I M E  F I C T I ON

A  thri    l l er   o f  f o ur  
p l a yers     mi  x i n g  Ag  a th  a 
Christie        ,  H erm   a n  K o c h 
a n d  Q ue  n ti  n  T a r a n ti  n o

Crue    l  is   the    Night        
(Ilta on julma, WSOY 2013, 345 pp.)

R o b e r t  has    b e c o m e  rich from the 
fortunes of others and walked away from 
the financial crisis with his own wealth in-
tact, if not his reputation. His childhood 
friend Mikko is a ruthless journalist with 
high moral standards. Veera is Mikko’s 
wife, a pragmatist with a vulgar streak, 
with whom Robert once had an affair. Elise 
is Robert’s trophy wife – but she’s also the 
Joker in the deck. On the menu are bones 
to pick, hidden motives, skeletons in the 
closet, a champagne sword, a cyanide cap-
sule, a pinch of poison and a loaf of bread 
that’s not for just anyone’s consumption. 

“ A thriller that lasts the duration of a dinner is a compelling setup. The diners’ 

repartee and the flashbacks revealing their relationships call to mind Herman Koch’s 

The Dinner…Hämäläinen’s novel takes things to a completely different level, however – 

the reader follows the events safely through a wall of Plexiglas, holding back laughter but 

absolutely absorbed.
–  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e ws  pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d

R I G H T S  S OL  D
CRUEL  IS  THE  NIGHT 
Original publisher: 
Finland, WSOY
ITALY, Newton Compton

THE  BUYOUT
Original publisher: 
FINLAND, WSOY
SPAIN, Ediciones B.

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
English sample
German sample
Russian sample
Finnish edition
Italian edition

p ri  z e s 
Tampere Literary Prize 2012 
(The Buyout)
Nominated for the 
Finlandia Junior Prize 2012 
(Hooray for Helsinki!)
Nominated for the Savonia 
Prize 2011 (The Buyout)
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Ar  c ti  c  n o ir   f r o m  Fi  n l a n d ’ s 
c rime     f i c ti  o n  he  a v yweight     

“ Nykänen’s twist on Nordic 

crime fiction may be the most 

inventive of the year...
–  B o o k l i s t,  U. S 
(on Nights of Awe)

A  de  v i l ish    l iter    a ry   thri    l l er

Italy


