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Leena Lehtolainen

Where Have All the Young Girls Gone
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 342 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Minne tytöt kadonneet

Leena Lehtolainen

The Bodyguard
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 355 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Henkivartija

Recently Leena Lehtolainen started a new  
thrilling trilogy with another convincing female 
lead, Hilja Ilveskero. The first novel of this trilogy,  
The Bodyguard, came out in 2009.

The underlying theme of the trilogy is a series of 
questions about identity and concealment. Who is 
each person really? What disguise is each person 
using? What does it mean to be family? What 
language does each person speak and under-
stand, and what is each person’s secret language? 
Finnish is a good secret language—few people 
understand it—and Finland as a country is a safe 
haven for many an international criminal. Who is 
on whose side? Who can be trusted? What is each 
person’s price? Who is each person willing either 
to betray or to save?

Leena Lehtolainen’s rights have been sold to  
20 countries so far: Germany, France, Spain, Italy, 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, The Netherlands, Russia, 
Ukraine, Israel, Turkey, Poland, Czech Republic,  
Slovenia, Estonia, Lithuania, Albania, China, Taiwan.

Germany

English, 

	 German

Rights sold 

English, German

Germany, Taiwan, Norway,  

Sweden, Denmark Rights sold 

Sample translations
Sample translations

The new installment of Leena Lehtolainen’s  
Maria Kallio series is a chronicle of xenophobia 
and hate. Maria Kallio is investigating the disap-
pearance of three Muslim girls – and the killing of 
another.

Where Have All the Young Girls Gone is an 
engrossing exploration of the collision between 
tradition and the new multicultural Europe. It is 
a journey into a world where daily life is defined 
by ancient belief and deeply ingrained, habitual 
perception. Who is in the right when there are  
two truths?

“Once again Lehtolainen manages to bring out  
a serious topic in a natural context.” – Vantaan Lauri

b www.leena-lehtolainen.de 

b www.leenalehtolainen.net

Leena Lehtolainen 

is Finland’s  

bestselling  

female  

crime author

with over  

1,5 million  

copies sold  

worldwide.
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Marko Hautala

Worms
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 2011 |  
Original title: Torajyvät

Saara Kesävuori

Have Need of Me
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 264 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Tarvitse minua

Worms is an intensely emotional tale of the long 
shadows cast by the past and atonement for 
irreversible deeds. It is also a story about modern-
day people clinging to their blind faith in their 
own free agency as they are faced with the forgot-
ten secrets of the past. On a barren island lurks 
the mysterious legacy of a shipwreck, marked by 
nine stone graves and a small, dilapidated chapel. 
These ghostly memorials conceal an ancient 
tragedy and an ideology in which a sinner is of no 
more worth than a worm crawling in the dirt. And 
on the island, that legacy appears to live on.

This multilayered novel is about the way human 
beings discover and create meaningful lives.

It is a sensitive depiction of its characters’ fears 
and the eyes of the storm generated by a failure 
to communicate. At the same time, the novel 
builds up a finely shaded picture of the way we 
were in the past few decades.

Have Need of Me is the story of a family with 
no blood ties. Tuukka, one of life’s victims and 
Anton’s adoptive father, has to accept a number 
of people into his life, including Jose, Anton’s 
passionate friend; Jose’s mother Dora, who loves 
gardens; and the half-Chinese Xia, Anton’s sweet-
heart. The indecisive Anton constitutes the family’s 
lynchpin. When Jose invents eye-catching titles for 
his friend’s paintings, does he at the same time 
imbue the works with meanings?

Also available:

Shrouds Hardcover | 279 pages | 2009 | 
Original title: Käärinliinat

“The ending offers a surprise which upgrades  
a fine story to an excellent one.” – Metro

“An exciting multidimensional tale of loss  
and insanity. – – Hautala is such a skilled 
writer that the narration is not lost in shallow 
horror.” – Ilona

English
Sample translation

Italy (Shrouds)
Rights sold 

Dr. Saara  

Kesävuori  

has written  

numerous youth 

novels and plays. 

She is currently 

writing a novel 

about love  

and crime.

Marko’s debut novel 

Itsevalaisevat (2008)  

received excellent 

reviews as well as  

the Tiiliskivi Prize.  

Torajyvät (Worms)  

is his third  

psychological  

thriller.
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Essi Kummu

The Bear’s Death
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 213 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Karhun kuolema  

Riitta Jalonen

The Imaginary Man
Hardcover | 120 x 200 mm | 159 pages | 2005 |  
Original title: Kuvittele itsellesi mies

A ballad of unrequited love

A lyrical, down-to-earth story of family members 
painfully searching for their place in this world.  
Only Stella, a healer shunned by her fellow villagers, 
knows her place: she will become the bears bride. 
But only those who are bound forcefully enough to 
the earth can find comfort in the arms of the bear. 

“The bear would shamble up and she would become 
the bear’s and everything would be the way it was and 
no one would be able to do anything about it.”

But the bear never comes, and Stella stops waiting. 
Until someone starts sniffing around the house. The 
Bear’s Death expands on Finno-Ugric mythology. 

“The narration in Essi Kummu’s second novel appeals to the 
senses. The fragrance of the forest, the prickle of pine needles 
and a warming smile give wings to the flow of this story so per-
meated in death. -- Kummu writes like many other young women 
of today: physically, sinfully and visibly breaching boundaries.” 
– Aamulehti

Also available:

Mania Hard cover | 184 pages | 2006 | Original title: Mania

Riitta Jalonen has created an unusual relation-
ship triangle that concentrates on the relationship 
which forms between the wife and her husband’s 
lover. The stories of these two women intermingle 
in an almost magical way when they finally meet. 
It is almost like two halves making a whole.  
The collision both completes each of them while 
also threatens to destroy everything they have.
“A beautifully cut diamond. Strong and silent. Delicate and 
brave.” – Aamulehti

“Much is left unsaid, even the most important things. But still 
everything becomes clear.” – Me Naiset

also available: 

Good Night, Irma Noora

Hard cover | 156 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Hyvää yötä Irma Noora
“Given Jalonen’s writing style, 150 pages 
of short paragraphs is enough space for 
several novels.” – Suomen Kuvalehti 

English, French, Italian, 

Estonian, Czech 

Sample translations

English
Sample translation

Riitta jalonen is  

an awarded author 

who won the Runeberg 

Prize in 2006 for The 

Imaginary Man.

Her well-loved picture 

books are featured in 

the Children’s  

Rights Guide.  

Essi’s debut 

novel  

Mania was 

released  

in 2006 to 

excellent 

reviews. 
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Jyrki vainonen

The Towers
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 239 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Tornit

Markku Pääskynen

Book of Angels
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 192 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Enkelten kirja

A unique story of death, revenge and atonement  
from a true Master of Surprise. The Towers is a  
perceptive and psychologically charged story, mixed 
with the elements of fantasy, erotica and horror.  
Jyrki Vainonen’s works have previously been likened 
to those of Roald Dahl and Julio Cortàzar, and his 
world is found in the wild no-man’s-land between 
reality and fantasy.
“The Towers is also the culmination of literary tradition, myths and 
dreams. – – The ingenious fantasy is appealing and enchanting.”  
– Keskisuomalainen

Also available:

in English:

The Garden a short story | 2007 | Original title: Puutarha 
Blueberries a short story | 2001 | Original title: Mustikoita 
The Pearl a short story | 1999 | Original title: Helmi

in German:

Die Bibliothek a short story | 2007 | Original title: Kirjasto 
Die Flasche a short story | 2007 | Original title: Pullo 
Der Stumme Gott an extract from novel Mykkä jumala | 2004

in Hungarian:

Egy madarász a short story | 2002 | Original title: Linnustaja

A young father’s stunningly intensely depicted 
trial of strength in a time of difficulty

Markku Pääskynen’s Book of Angels is an intense 
and poetic description of the waning of an 
individual’s strength and his slow ascent to fresh 
hope. It is a story of consolation, a bold descrip-
tion of the grandeur of the small, everyday things 
in life, of the fundamental questions of existence. 
Why, and for whom, do we live? What is love?

Pääskynen once again exhibits an astounding ca-
pacity, familiar to readers of Vihan päivä (The Day 
of Wrath), to see deep into the human heart.

“Enkelten kirja is based mainly on sensory observations, 
thoughts, feelings and memories. The reader is compelled to 
remain attentive as the course of events and referential function 
of the story gradually become unveiled. – – It is nice to see a 
novel that places so much confidence in the power of words.” 
– ParnassoEnglish English

Sample translation
Sample translation

Markku’s Vihan 

päivä (2006) was 

a Finlandia Prize 

nominee and 

Tämän maailman 

tärkeimmät asiat 

received the  

Savonia Prize. 

Jyrki is an awarded 

author who is  

renowned  

for his Finnish  

translations of the 

works by Seamus 

Heaney, Jonathan 

Swift and William 

Shakespeare.   
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Jari Järvelä

Romeo and Juliet
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 182 pages | 2007 |  
Original title: Romeo ja Julia  

Peter Franzén

On Dark Waters
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 319 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Tumman veden päällä

Romeo: Young love is the light of the earth. It is not blind; it 
is an all-seeing eye. It is stronger than death; bare your heads 
and kneel before it. There’s no point complaining if you’re left 
in its path and the tracks run over you. It’s your own fault.

Romeo and Juliet is a story of omnipotence and 
escape. It is a novel about young love, skiing across 
fresh snow, tanks, holes in the ice and Grandma’s 
bedroom, decorated with icicles.

Romeo and Juliet is Jari Järvelä’s ninth novel, which 
was a critical success, Finlandia prize and Runeberg 
prize nominee and one the books nominated for the 

2009 Nordic Council Literature Prize.

Also available:

Zombie Hardback | 172 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Zombie

What Are Black Girls Made of?  
Hardback | 321 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Mistä on mustat tytöt tehty?

A touching and finetuned story of growth  
set in northern Finland

The child trusts his parents unconditionally, ad-
mires them, is full of hope and faith in the future. 
What happens when this image falls to pieces?

On Dark Waters is disarmingly sensitive and fre-
quently delightful story of growth. Peter Franzén 
recreates the way little children experience the world 
through flashes of detail. Relying on small observa-
tions, objects, scents, and moods, he carries the 
story along towards the great drama, the moment 
when the idyll of childhood is shattered.

“Actor Peter Franzén makes a respectable entrée into the role of 
author. The story holds meaning for others; most of all because 
the debut writer consistently and skillfully makes use of the child’s 
perspective, never resorting to hindsight.” – Helsingin Sanomat

“The images are lucid and precise. A little boy’s journey through 
terror and joy, fear and security, love and hate is breathtakingly 
touching. – – The moments when a child’s world slows down are 
virtually heart-rending. And that is exactly why reading this book 
is so good!” – Savon Sanomat

Peter Franzén’s  

On Dark Waters  

was nominated for 

the Helsingin  

Sanomat  

Debutant of  

the Year  

Award 2010.

Norway
Rights sold 

Swedish
Full manuscript

Jari has written 

novels, short  

stories, plays, and 

an opera libretto. 

His works have 

been nominated  

for several  

literary prizes.  
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Katariina Souri

The Scarab
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 212 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Pillerinpyörittäjä

Veijo Baltzar

In Love and War
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 414 pages | 2008 |  
Original title: Sodassa ja rakkaudessa

The Scarab is a gripping novel about the inter-
twining of separate lives. The Scarab toys with 
questions of life and death and ultimately finds 
a fixed point in the unchanging human need to 
define the limits of one’s own life.

Katariina Souri’s debut, Me and Morrison,  
was published in 1999, and The Scarab is her 
fifth novel. At present, she is working on her sixth 
book, a crime novel, due to be published in 2011.

Also available:

The Eighth Room 

Hardback | 284 pages | 2008 |  
Original title: Kahdeksas huone 

Fireflies 

Hardback | 241 pages | 2004 |  
Original title: Tulikärpäsiä

An epic love story set in the Roma community of 
Central Europe during the Second World War.

Veijo Baltzar’s novel combines a powerful com-
ing-of-age story, historical tragedy and a moving 
love story. It is a ballad-like portrayal of love in 
the middle of the most horrific time in European 
history. In Love and War is also a melodrama and 
a story of the survival of these landless people 
whose only homeland is each other. 

There are over 15 million Roma people in the 
world, but only very few published Roma authors 
amongst them. Baltzar’s first novel Polttava tie 
(The Burning Road), published in 1968, was the 
first Finnish novel which looked at the world of 
the Roma tribal culture from within.

Also available:

Phuro  
Hardback | 592 pages | 2000 |  
Original title: Phuro

German
Sample translation

Veijo Baltzar  

is a Finnish author,  

whose strong Roma 

identity and deep 

knowledge on the 

culture of the 

majority have opened 

strong and  

critical views on 

both worlds.

Katariina Souri is 

a Finnish author 

and artist who has 

written scripts and 

was the creator 

and writer of three 

different prime time 

television series  

in Finland. 
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Riitta Nelimarkka

Seven Brothers
Hardcover | 255 x 255 mm | 174 pages | 1980 |  
Original title: Seitsemän veljestä

An enjoyable rendering of  
Aleksis Kivi’s classic novel

Seitsemän veljestä (Seven Brothers) by Aleksis 
Kivi is the most outstanding literary work in 
Finland’s history. It is the first novel that was ever 
written and published in Finnish – not Swedish, 
Latin or any other language of the educated and 
upper class. It is considered the most important 
novel for Finnish people and culture.

Around 100 years after the publishing of the 
original novel, in 1979, artists Riitta Nelimarkka 
and Jaakko Seeck made a children’s animated 
film “Seitsemän veljestä”, which has won many 
film awards both internationally and in Finland. 
The following year the film was turned into an 
illustrated book. It was very popular in the 1980’s 
and holds a classic status now. Last year Tammi 
Publishers took the 6th print run to bring back 
this classic.

b www.nelimarkka.com

Risto Isomäki, Jussi Kaakinen, Petri Tolppanen

Sands of Sarasvati
Softcover | 210 x 297 mm | 72 pages | 2008 |  
Original title: Sands of Sarasvati | Translated by Lola Rogers and Owen Witesman

The bestselling eco-thriller  
in a graphic novel format 

Petri Tolppanen’s wonderful adaptation of 
Risto Isomäki’s novel and Jussi Kaakinen’s 
artful animation make this important story to 
come alive in a completely new way.

In Sands of Sarasvati Indian and Russian 
marine scientists are investigating mysteri-
ous underwater ruins that were, also in 
the real world, discovered along the West 
Coast of India, in the Bay of Cambay in May 
2001. In the novel, these underwater ruins 
are used as a parallel to what might soon 
happen to many costal cities in Europe and 
America.

b www.sarasvatinhiekkaa.fi

Risto Isomäki

Hungary, Denmark
Rights sold 

English Edition!

Winner of the Sarjakuva-

Finlandia Prize 2009!
English, French

Full manuscript

Professor, DA  

Riitta Nelimarkka  

is an awarded artist 

whose repertoire 

includes graphic art, 

animated films,  

paintings, art and  

poetry books, textile 

art, and extensive 

exhibition entities.
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Kari Nars

Swindling Billions
Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 216 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Miten miljoonia huijataan

Erkki Tuomioja

Jaan Tõnisson
Hardcover | 145 x 220 mm | 352 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Jaan Tõnisson ja Viron itsenäisyys

The colourful history of great money fraudsters

Ten of the world’s most interesting financial swin-
dles are examined by Dr. Kari Nars in this unique 
book Swindling Billions. He reviews the nature 
and working methods of some of the great money 
fraudsters: what kind of people they really are, 
their thought processes, how they succeeded in 
cheating thousands of wealthy people, and what 
kind of people are liable to fall victim to such 
scams. Do they at all regret their nasty deeds?

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Money and Happiness

Hardcover | 294 pages | 2006 |  
Original title: Raha ja Onni

A provocative work to investigate  
Estonia’s recent history

In the history of the first period of Estonian inde-
pendence (1918–1940), two names stand out from 
the rest: Jaan Tõnisson and Konstantin Päts. Päts 
started out a leftist radical but ended as authori-
tarian dictator. Tõnisson, on the other hand, was 
a nationalist rightwing newspaperman who ended 
his career as the leader of the liberal opposition 
and died in circumstances that remain unclear 
after his arrest after the Soviet occupation. The 
cooperation, competition, and conflicts between 
these two men left a powerful mark on the events 
of independent Estonia prior to the occupation of 
the country.

This tension sustains this fascinating – and, sur-
prisingly enough, first – work written about Tõnis-
son, which is, like many of the works that openly 
delve into Estonia’s recent past, the handiwork of 
Finnish historical researcher.EstoniaUK, Germany 

English

Rights sold Rights sold 

Dr. Erkki tuomioja   

is the former  

Minister of  

Foreign Affairs  

of Finland and  

author of  

18 books.

Full manuscript

Dr. Kari Nars has 

a long and distin-

guished career in 

various banking  

positions in London, 

Washington and Paris, 

and as a director  

of Finland’s central 

bank and Ministry  

of Finance.
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Arto Juvonen, Tomi Muukkonen,  
Jari PeLtomäki, Markus Varesvuo

Birds in Action
Hardcover | 297 x 250 mm | 192 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Linnut vauhdissa

Exceptional, action-packed bird photography! 

By virtue of the website that they have  
created, their success in photography com-
petitions and the numerous photographs of 
theirs that have been published in various 
connections, the Finnish photographers 
Markus Varesvuo, Jari Peltomäki,  
Tomi Muukkonen and Arto Juvonen have 
earned a place among the best-known  
bird photographers in Europe.

Birds in Action presents a selection of the 
finest work by these photographers, in which 
the common denominators are movement 
and action.

b www.birdphoto.fi

Esa Seppänen

Russia – Familiar, Yet So Strange

Hardcover | 134 x 213 mm | 598 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Venäjä – vanha tuttu, vaan niin vieras

Germany, The Netherlands

Rights sold 

Markus Varesvuo

Truths, beliefs and misbeliefs  
in our perception of Russia

An in-depth cross-section of the Finns’ perceptions 
of Russia, focusing in particular on the content 
and level of Finns’ general knowledge about 
Russia. In compiling this book, the author has 
interviewed dozens of experts: politicians, civil 
servants, diplomats, researchers, people in the 
business community, teachers, journalists, NGO 
representatives, as well as leading figures from 
the culture and travel industries.

Doctor of  

Political Sciences  

Esa Seppänen  

has published  

numerous works 

charting  

Russian-Finnish  

relations  

and the nature of  

Russian identity. 
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Essi Avellan

A Journey to Champagne
Hardcover | 148 x 210 mm | 307 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Matka Champagneen

Sara La Fountain

Passion for Food
Hardcover | 215 x 280 mm | 221 pages | 2010 |  
Original title: Passion for food

Love, fun and passion for cooking!

In Sara’s words:

I was inspired to do a book that works for anyone 
that is interested in food or cooking in general. Most 
of the recipies are easy and simple: however I’m not 
forgetting more fashionable menus as well. My main 
goal was to create a cooking bible that can be used for 
years to come. In this book I explore all the seasons of 
the year and recipes and table settings will have twelve 
different thematic plots. Each piece has been collected 
from my numerous trips around the world and these 
pieces have created a unique, fashionable and colorful 
combination. 

Please remember the best and the most important in-
gredient in cooking should always be love! And cooking 
should always be fun and done with passion!

b www.alasara.fi 

b www.saralafountain.com

In A Journey to Champagne Essi Avellan,  
a Master of Wine, visits the 80 most interesting 
champagne houses and wineyards of the famous 
wine region. 

Avellan uses her personal experience to introduce 
the producers and includes interesting background 
information about the wines, the personnel and 
history of each wineyard. 

The book contains maps and enables a cham-
pagne lover to get to know this place of interest 
for bon viveurs – initially at home, in anticipation 
of an actual trip later on.

The visitors’ facilities at all vineyards are  
described in the book to make easy to plan your 
dream trip to Champagne.

b www.essiavellan.com

English Recipes 

Available!

Essi Avellan 

is the first 

Master of 

Wine from 

Finland and 

the Editor  

of Fine 

Champagne 

Magazine. 

Sara studied  

at the Culinary  

Institute of 

America (CIA)  

in New York,  

one of the  

world’s most  

highly regarded  

culinary schools.  
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Ben Furman

Kids’ Skills
Hardcover | 150 x 245 mm | 184 pages | 2003 |  
Original title: Muksuoppi

With the help of Kids’ Skills, problems are trans-
formed into goals that are possible to achieve!

Developed by psychiatrist Ben Furman and his 
colleagues on a foundation of brief therapy 
principles, Kids’ Skills is a unique problem-solving 
method for children. Kids’ Skills has achieved 
great popularity around the globe in just a few 
years, its positivity winning over adults and 
children alike.

In this easy-to-read work, Furman uses numerous 
case stories to make Kids’ Skills accessible to 
everyone.

b www.benfurman.com

Australia, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden,

Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Bulgaria, China, Japan, South Korea

Rights sold 

Bestseller! 5th Revised Edition!

Estonia
Rights sold 

A light-hearted reference book for boys about  
the things that they most need to know about! 

This book presents important information con-
cerning young men’s sexuality, aggression, and 
self-esteem – but does so in a form that boys will 
accept. The information covered in the book is 
precisely the information that, according to  
studies, boys often don’t find out in time.  
The book also contains stories from adult men 
about their own development and mishaps –  
the stories that fathers don’t always remember 
to tell their sons. Informative text combined with 
amusing illustrations means that the book would 
make a wonderful present for any occasion.  
A fully revised and updated edition.

RAISA CACCIATORE et al.

From Building Blocks to Boxer Shorts  
– A Boy’s Journey to Manhood
Softcover | 128 x 180 mm | 332 pages | 2009 |  
Original title: Legopalikoista leopardikalsareihin

Raisa Cacciatore  

is a child  

psychiatrist,  

consultant  

and author,  

who has  

treated  

special-case  

youth for  

twenty years.

Ben Furman  

is a psychiatrist,  

psychotherapist,  

trainer of solution- 

focused psychotherapy, 

and author.  

He has written 

several books on  

mental well-being and 

psychotherapy.



Rights Enquiries:

Elina Ahlbäck 
Literary Agent, CEO 

elina@ahlbackagency.com� 
Tel. +358 400 548 402

Päivi Ruottinen 
Associate Agent 

paivi@ahlbackagency.com� 
Tel. +358 400 512 101

Elina Ahlbäck �Literary Agency Oy Ltd. 
Korkeavuorenkatu 37, Fi-00130 Helsinki, Finland

www.ahlbackagency.com
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