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M A R I A  T U R T S C H A N I N O F F
Maria Turtschaninoff (b. 1977) is known for crafting lyrical, historically inspired fantasy 

stories starring strong female protagonists. In addition to J.R.R. Tolkien, she counts 

Philip Pullman, Ursula K. Le Guin and C.S. Lewis among her favourite authors. She 

is a two-time winner of the Society of Swedish Literature Prize and a nominee for the 

Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. In 2014 she won the Finlandia Junior Prize, the most 

prestigious award given to a children’s or YA book in Finland, for Maresi (Schildts & 

Söderströms), the first book in the three-part Red Abbey Chronicles.
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B O O K  I ,  M ar  e si  
(Schildts & Söderströms, 2014, 180 pp.)

T h e  R e d  A b b e y,  located on the island of Menos, is a 
refuge and a community for women and girls. At the 
Red Abbey everyone is given the freedom to pursue and 
develop their own talents and areas of interest. Maresi, 
the main character and narrator, has realized that reading 
and learning are the two things closest to her heart.
O n e  d ay   J ai  ,  a frightened girl, arrives on the island. 
It is gradually revealed that Jai is on the run from her 
father’s senseless fury; she has seen her sister get buried 
alive for speaking to a young man, and now her father 
and a crew of thugs are after her. The bravery of Maresi 
and her friends is put to the ultimate test when they have 
to fight to defend both Jai and their community.
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The celebrated new fantasy classic set in a 
community of women
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–  F i n l a n d i a  J u n i o r 
P r i z e  a n n o u n c e m e n t, 
D i r e c t o r  J o h a n n a 
V u o k s e n m a a

“ Fierce and gentle, violent 
and tender, poetic and full of 
action – not one or the other, 
but both. Maresi instills a sense 
of will, hope and optimism in its 
reader and encourages her to walk 
towards the light without fear.

–  A d a m  F r e u d e n he  i m ,  P u b l i s he  r  a n d  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r , 
P u s h k i n  P r e s s / P u s h k i n  Ch  i l d r e n ’ s  B o o k s

“ I was blown away by Maresi, quite simply. Maria 
Turtschaninoff has written an incredibly original, vivid and gripping 
story with appeal not only for YA readers but far beyond. And 
embedded in the story is a passionate feminist voice that I strongly 
believe will resonate with a wide variety of readers. I’ve no doubt 
that Maresi and The Red Abbey Chronicles as a whole will become 
classics of the genre.

B O O K  I I ,  Nao   n d e l  
(Schildts & Söderströms 2016)

T h e  pr  e q u e l ,  Naondel, tells the story of the First Sisters: Kabira, Garai, 
Orseola, Estegi, Sulani, Daera, Clarás and Iona. The women meet while 
imprisoned in a harem run by Ishkan, a dangerous and narcissistic young man 
who has obtained access to the well of Anji, a source of power in the region. 
By banding together in spite of steep differences and initial mistrust, the 
women are able to flee Ishkan’s harem and set out to establish the Red Abbey. 

B O O K  I I i
(Schildts & Söderströms)

T HE   S EQ  U E L ,  the third book in the Red Abbey Chronicles, will tell the 
story of what happens to Maresi after she leaves the Red Abbey – both the 
difficulties she encounters as she struggles to set up a school in the oppressed 
province of Rovas and the prejudices she has to overcome. It is a story of 
the difference real knowledge makes in people’s lives, and how it can open 
windows to the outside world and offer true freedom.

–  Stef    a n i e  B r ö s i g k e ,  J u n i o r  E d i t o r ,  H e y n e  V e r l a g ,  Ge  r m a n y

“ Maresi takes the reader into a world full of wonder. And, 
most importantly, it tells us about the magical power of friendship. 
A truly enchanting story.
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