
E M M I  I T Ä R A N T A
Emmi Itäranta’s (b. 1976) debut novel Memory of Water, original published in Finland 
in 2012, has received glowing reviews around the world; among its accolades have been 
nominations for the prestigious Philip K. Dick Award and the Golden Tentacle Award 
(part of the Kitschies) recognizing the year’s best fantasy or speculative fiction debut. 
Itäranta lives in the United Kingdom, and writes fiction in Finnish and English. Her 
second novel, City of Woven Streets, is scheduled for a 2015 publication in Finland. She has 
also worked as a columnist and theatre critic, and her work has appeared in anthologies 
and magazines in the UK and Finland.  www.emmiitaranta.com P
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t h e  C it  y  of   
W o v en   S treets      
(Teos 2016)

I n  the    C it  y  o f  W o v e n  S t r eets    , human life has little val-
ue. You practice a craft to keep you alive, or you are an outcast, 
unwanted and tainted. Eliana is a young weaver in the House 
of Webs, but knows she doesn’t really belong. She is hiding a 
shameful birth defect – the ability to have dreams – that would, 
if exposed, land her in the House of the Tainted. After meeting 
a woman with her tongue cut off and Eliana’s name tattooed on 
her skin, Eliana discovers an invisible network of power behind 
the city’s facade. All the while an unknown disease is spreading, 
and the streets are slowly drowning.
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R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Memory of Water
English edition
German edition
Spanish edition
the City of Woven Streets
English sample

memory of  water 

Original publisher: 
FINLAND, Teos
WORLD ENGLISH, HarperCollins
ARABIC, Dar Al Muna
BRAZIL, Record
BULGARIA, Perseus
CZECH, Albatros Media/Plus
DENMARK, Turbine
ESTONIA, Koolibri
FRANCE, Place des Editeurs 
GEORGIA, Palitra L Publishing
GERMANY, DTV/Reihe Hanser
HUNGARY, Metropolis Media 
ITALY, Sperling & Kupfer
JAPAN, Nishimura Shoten
KOREA, The Book in My Life
NORWAY, Gresvik Forlag
SPAIN, Ediciones B.

TURKEY, Dogan Egmont

the  C ITY  OF  WOVEN STREETS
WORLD ENGLISH: HarperCollins
BRAZIL: Record
FRANCE, Place des Editeurs
HUNGARY: Metropolis Media
JAPAN: Nishimura Shoten

prizes      
Young Aleksis Kivi Prize 2013
Kalevi Jäntti Literary Prize 2012
Teos Fantasy and Sci-Fi Literary 
Contest 2011
Nominated for the Tähtivaeltaja 
science fiction award 2013
Nominated for the Philip K. Dick 
Award 2014
Nominated for the Golden 
Tentacle Award (the Kitschies) 
2014
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E M M I  I T Ä R A N T A 
      Der 

Geschmack
 von Wasser

                    ROMAN

M E M O R Y  O F  W AT E R 
(Teemestarin kirja, Teos 2012, 266 pp.)

I n  a  futu    r e  S ca  n di  n a v ia  , wrecked by human hand, water has be-
come a scarce resource. Here tea masters have served as the keepers of natural 
springs for centuries, and 17-year-old Noria is set to inherit this title from 
her father. When he suddenly dies, she finds herself alone with the danger-
ous responsibility of guarding a hidden spring. Noria’s loyalties are now torn 
between keeping her duty and helping her dearest friends. The military is 
closing in on Noria’s secret, and she is placed under house arrest. Knowing 
her own life is in danger, Noria faces a tough choice in order to help others. 

“ Where Itäranta shines is in her rejection of conventional plots and in her understated 
but compelling characters. [Memory of Water] is a deceptively tranquil examination of 
a world of dust and ashes where the tenacious weed of hope still survives.
–  P u b l i s h e r s  W e e k ly  ( s ta r r e d  r e v i e w )
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T h e  b rea   k t h ro u g h  S P E C U L AT I V E  F I CT I O N  voice    !

R ig  h ts   sold     in   1 8  territories           !
N ominated        for    t h e  P h ilip     K .  D ic  k  A ward    !
S h ortlisted          for    t h e  A rt  h u r  C.  C lar   k e  A ward     2 0 1 5 !

I ncl   u ded    on   T h e  G u ardian      ’ s  list     of  
B E S T  S C I E N C E  F I C T I O N  B O O K S  O F  2 0 1 4 ,  A N D 
L O C U S  M A G A Z I N E ’ S  list     of   2 0 1 4 ’ s  b est    b oo  k s !

UK   and    U . S .  p u b lication        in   2 0 1 6 !

The anticipated independent follow-up 
to Memory of Water! “ The writing is gorgeous and delicate in this dystopian award-winning debut, which is 

unique in both its setting and the small scale that Finnish author Itäranta employs.
–  L i b r a ry  J o u r na l  ( s ta r r e d  r e v i e w )The City of  

Woven Streets


