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The Eusistocratic Republic of Finland in 2013 

The nation has taken heed of its historic mistakes. 

Social stability and national health have become 

its most important values. 

The Eusistocratic Republic of Finland has illegalised practically  

everything that might give you pleasure or cause addiction. 

Well, almost everything. There are some exceptions 

that prove the rule. 

Such as gambling and sex.

Johanna Sinisa lo  (b.  1958) ,  master  of  Finnish weird,  i s  one of  Fin land’s   most  successfu l  and 
internat ional ly  acclaimed authors .  Praised by readers  and cr it ics  a l ike,  she  has  won severa l 
l i terar y  pr izes ,  among them the  Finlandia  Pr ize  in  2000 and the  James Tiptree,  Jr.  Award 
in  2004.  Her  works  have  been translated into  18 languages .  Johanna Sinisa lo  is  one of  the 
screenwriters  of  the  sc ience  f ic t ion act ion comedy f i lm Iron Sky .

T H E  C O R E  O F  T H E  S U N
(Auringon ydin, Teos, September 2013, 340 pp.)

The Eusistocratic Republic of Finland wants the 

distribution of sex, an essential commodity of 

pleasure, to be as efficient as possible. In order to 

achieve this, the state scientific system has bred a 

new human sub-species: one that is receptive, sub-

missive and always willing.

They used to be called women.

Vanna and Jare meet.

They join forces to get a ticket out of this place. 

They become involved in buying and selling a 

stimulant known to be extremely dangerous in the

Eusistocratic Republic of Finland.

They start dealing chilli.

Then Jare comes across a strange religious cult in 

possession of the Core of the Sun.

The Core of the Sun is almost too hot to handle. 

Does this inhumanly pungent chilli have effects 

that justify its prohibition?

Taking place in an alternative Finland, Johanna 

Sinisalo’s thriller-like story of flight and fight is 

also a feisty, between-the-lines social polemic. 

How did Finland turn into the North Korea of 

Europe? Does someone else always know what is 

best for us? Is this really the kind of gender system 

that the sociologists calling for male empower-

ment want?

A chilli aficionado herself, Johanna Sinisalo has 

written a novel that, ablaze with the fire of the 

spice, is certain to make the reader’s cheeks burn.
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F I N L A N D I A  P R I Z E  2 0 0 0 
(Not Before Sundown/Troll - A Love Story)
J A M E S  T I P T R E E ,  J R .  A W A R D  2 0 0 4 .
(Not Before Sundown/Troll - A Love Story)
N O M I N AT E D  F O R  T H E  N E B U L A 
A W A R D S  2 0 0 8  (Baby Doll)
P. E .  S V I N H U F V U D  A W A R D  2 0 1 1 
(Blood of Angels)
T H E  Y O U N G  A L E K S I S  K I V I  P R I Z E 
2 0 1 2  (The Blood of Angels and
Birdbrain)
N O M I N AT E D  F O R  T H E  P R I x 
E S C A P A D E S  2 0 1 2  (Birdbrain)

P R I Z E S

B I R D B R A I N 

(Linnunaivot, Teos 2008, 332 pp.)

A  S K I l F u l  p o R T R A I T  of the unquench-

able desire of Westerners for the pure and 

primitive. A young couple go on the hiking 

trip of a lifetime in Australasia with Heart 

of Darkness as reading material. Birdbrain re-

veals the dark side of the explorer’s desire: the insatiable need 

to control, to invade and leave one’s mark on the landscape. But 

what happens when nature starts to fight back?

N O T  B E F O R E  S U N D O W N
( T R O L L  -  A  L O V E  S T O R Y ) 

 (Ennen päivänlaskua ei voi, Tammi 2000, 268 pp.)

T H E  I N T E R N A T I o N A l  F A N T A S y  best-

seller and winner of the Finlandia prize. Mi-

kael finds a small, man-like creature: a young 

troll, familiar from Scandinavian mythology. 

He takes him home and researches everything about trolls from 

the web, folklore and journals. What Mikael fails to learn, with 

tragic consequences, is that the troll is the interpreter of man’s 

darkest, most forbidden impulses.

T H E  B L O O D  O F  A N G E L S 

(Enkelten verta, Teos 2011, 275 pp.)

E I N S T E I N  I S  C l A I M E D  to have said 

that if bees disappeared from the earth, man 

would have four years to live. When mass 

bee vanishings hit the uS, orvo, a beekeeper, 

knows all too well where it will lead. The 

world is coming to an end. This novel is a magical plunge into 

the myth of death and immortality, a tale of human blindness 

in the face of overwhelming choices and inevitabilities.
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A melding of thesis novel, fantasy novel, and environmental thriller, The Blood of Angels 

enthrals. …Thoroughly documented, with a strong activist tone (similar to Eating Animals 

by Jonathan Safran-Foer), this paranoid tale of the world’s decline should make readers see 

bothersome bees in a completely new light.  –  L’ O P I N I O N ,  Q U O T I D I E N  P A R I S ,  F R A N C E
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R I G H T S  S O L D  I N  1 8  L A N G U A G E S !


